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the climate is free from much of the enervating heat felt at lower altitudes.
Nevertheless, it is not high enough to prevent the banana-like plantain
from being the staple crop.
Southern Scrublands and Plateaus
Africa is unfortunate in having large areas where highly seasonal rain-
fall, a long dry season, and poor soil cause the natural vegetation to be
either grassy savanna or a scrubby kind of grassy forest where agricul-
ture does not thrive. Except for the high plateaus the eastern bulge of
Africa from Eritrea at the southern end of the Red Sea through the three
Somalilands to eastern Kenya is mainly a sparsely populated grassland
or savanna. Farther south most of the continent from Tanganyika and
Mozambique on the east through the two Rhodesias to Angola is cov-
ered with poor scrubby forest. A long dry season hampers vegetation so
much that in vast areas few trees of any species ever attain a diameter of
12 inches at a height of 4 feet from the ground, and many species never get
beyond 4 inches no matter how old they are. In the far southwest, north
of the Orange River, the country degenerates into a genuine desert, the
Kalahari. Its bushy, sandy wastes are the home of the primitive cattle-
raising Hottentots and diminutive Bushmen. Except in parts of Somali-
land and Mozambique practically the whole of Africa from Ethiopia to
Angola and the Union of South Africa consists of a plateau at least 3,000
feet high. Inasmuch as the plateau is higher on the edges than in the
middle the great rivers have to plunge over falls or rapids, such as the
falls of the upper Nile, Victoria Falls on the Zambesi, and the rapids of
the Congo and Orange rivers. Such conditions have made it impossible
to penetrate far into Africa by water and have helped to keep the conti-
nent backward and unknown.
Largely because of the unfavorable dry seasons, aided by the unfavor-
able relief, a part of southern Africa larger than the United States has a
population of scarcely 25 million—only one fifth of ours. This area
includes practically all the continent east of the high plateaus of Ethiopia
and Kenya and south of latitude 5° S, but omitting a narrow coastal strip
in the Union of South Africa. Contrast this with Egypt, which has about
220 times as many people per square mile. Even British Nigeria, with
nearly 20 million people in 340,000 square miles, has 6 times as dense a
population as the scrub forests of the east and south.
The low commercial value of this huge section of Africa is evident
from the fact that the railroads which cross it were not built primarily to
develop it, but to reach relatively small regions where the conditions of
rainfall and agriculture are unusually good. For example, on the east

